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Composition Tutorial
• First, select the image 

you will use. This will be 
your reference image 
and inspiration for your 
work.

• It will help you draw 
your composition 
accurately and allow 
you to know specific 
details you would 
otherwise not know 
about.



Sketch Your Image
• Lightly with pencil, sketch 

out the image you will paint.

• Decide where the best 
place on your paper the 
image should be. This image 
has been centered on the 
page as I will create a 
bleeding outward from the 
central image so I would like 
the space. 

• This hummingbird will be my 
focal point. It should have 
the most contrast to draw 
the viewer’s eyes to it.



Fine Line with Ink
• Optionally, you may 

decide to use an ink 
fine liner to make 
details more apparent. 

• This is not necessary in 
a watercolor painting, 
but if you choose to 
experiment with it you 
will notice that it won’t 
be covered and you 
can create great 
textures under the 
pigment with the pen.



Erase the Pencil

• If you have fine lined 

your image, erase the 

pencil once done.

• If you have not, leave 

the pencil and 

proceed to the next 

step.



Begin Applying the Paint
• Decide where you 

want to start and with 

which pigment. 

• Let the liquid drip off 

your brush and into 

your image. 



Add other Pigments and 
overpaint areas

• Begin to fill in other 
areas of your image 
with new pigments.

• As previous areas dry, 
you can apply a 
second layer of paint, 
or over paint on it to 
create a denser or 
darker pigment and 
more values. This will 
allow for a more 
intense painting.



Textures

• Once colors have 

been filled into liking, 

textures can be 

added. 

• On this image, I added 

lots of water on edges, 

and with my mouth, 

blew them outward 

into a drip.



Background
• For this piece, I 

decided to do the 
background last. 
Usually, you would do it 
first. 

• Around the image I 
apply and uneven 
yellow, allowing it to 
touch the hummingbird 
and causing the colors 
to bleed into the 
background.



Adding the Darks

• Now that the light 

colors have been 

applied, I add dark 

colors on top to create 

more contrast and to 

make the detail more 

apparent.



Last Textures

• After the light and 
darks are done, I add 
the last textures I am 
interested in to my 
piece.

• With my brush, I throw 
and drip white paint 
onto the piece to 
create chaos against 
the softness of where 
the pigments bled 
together.
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Color Wheel Assignment

• First, on watercolor 

paper, create three 

water circles of the 

primary colors: Blue, 

Yellow and Red.



Color Wheel Assignment
• Now, with water if needed, bring 

the primaries toward each other. 

• Let the yellow and blue mix and 

bleed into a green, let the red and 

blue mix and bleed into purple, 

and let the yellow and red bleed 

and mix into orange.

• This is not a perfect color wheel, 

but it is a great way to learn the 

material and how the paint can 

blend and turn into new colors. If 

the colors move into each other, 

that is okay. Let them be!

• Glue this color wheel to your 

Planning Booklet as a part of your 

research.




